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Revicwced by
- Laureice Stern

'.l‘hc 1euzcw°* is an- assist:
ant, manoging editer of The

Washinglon Post end was®
chief of its ]ndorhzncv
durmg 19/0 i .

I[uo is 'mothm }\oo ﬂmt
Dhas, to a large extent, been
overtaken- by evenis.’ Al-
“though' the authors had.
their hands. on the sceret
Pentagon study well ahcad
of the New York 'Times,
‘their book was not in’ the
stores ~until . almost three
months after the documents
were aveilable at neighbor-
hood newsstands at & dime

a day.
Yet this does not invali-
date the book. The sub-

stance of the Ponta"‘on doc-
uments has been relegated

in the daily press toihe sta-:

tus of last weck’s street’
mugging. We read from
time to time about grand
jury deliberations in Boston
and Los Angeles. The con-
Aroversy over the adminis-
{ration’s efforts to keep the
Pentagon Yapers out of the
papers cclipsed the jmport-
ance of the documents them-
selves.

Yet the disclosures. 'xbout
the inner workings, of tho

natloml security qystem in’
managing the war are at the:
heart of the Pentagon Pap-
ers affair, I find it dlff]CUM,
to acccpt the notion that it
was  all old hat. What the
documents told us about the
methods, the mentality, the
practical wisdom of the na-
{ional security managers
was never so clearly etehed
in public view.

One of the virtues of this
- three-part book is that it ad-
dresses itself to the pre-cmi-
nent issue of the Pentagon
Papers revelation: that vast
power that’ has ‘heen in-

vested in a2 small circle of
governmental mandarins to
crank up a war for which Jlit-
tle public consensus had
been obtained and for which
{nere is no immediafe issuc
A£f national survival.
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Woum'c'rox PLANS AN AGGRESSIVY WAR.

B) ]\alph Stavins,
: - Marcus

Richard J. Barnet talks to
this point in an cssay that is
by far the most rewar ding
coniribution of “Washmg,ton
Plans an Aggressive War)”

His subject is the national:
sceurily -bureaucracy ‘{hat
has its headquarters in the
White Hous¢ = cellar and
stretehes its ganglia into the
military, diplomatic and in-
telligence comnunities of
Washington. The chief offi-
cer is the Special Assistant
for National Security affairs.
e is the President’s ulti-
mate -filter on internationel
affairs as they impinge upon
what the security managers
define {o be in the nalion-
al interest.

The stylistic hallmarks of
{he national sccurity man-
agement game are tough-
ness, positivenecss, pragma-
tism. These were the cardi-
nal  manly virtues in the
New JYrontier days, when
the next great leap forward
was made in our commit-
ment to the Vielnam war.

The face of McGeorge
Pundy, perbaps the epitome
of the breed, projects itself
on the mind’s sereen anjce
sculpture,

But as Barnet arffues and
as the sad history of lhis pe-
riod confirms, these brilliant
and hard-nosed mandoring
were as susceplible to the
narcosis of sterveotype and
myth as the most woolly-
headed among us, FEven
worse, they were mesmer-
ized by the incoming stream
of sclf-juslifying eables and
‘memoranda that tended to
legitimize the policies of
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It is a truism of wost bu-

reaucracies that personal
advancement verely hinges
on . the purveying of bad
news and dissenling opin-
ions. In the case of the Viet-
nam war there was little
room in the top councils of
governinent fol nay-sayers.
“The pervasive ignorance
of the nz\tional
managers,” writes Barnet,
“concerning the politics of
Victnam led them into the
{rap of collecting isolated
facls and figures . . . Like
the elassie private eye on
television, homo mathetma-
ticus always Jooks Jfor ‘the
facts’ In 1he process, he
misses realily, for he never

security |

gets ‘close enough or related

enough to another society to
do more than whm things
in it :

The Pentagon documcnts
will serve as the fossﬁ
_marks of government i)l"(»c-
ess in dealing with the imaz-
ined threat 1o American
power of a tiny Southeast
Asian nation. What a pity if
thnv should teach us noLh-

. ing for the present and the!

futura.

The virtue of this book is
that it keeps the issues alive

in what we fondly call pub .

lic consclousncqs
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